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Wednesday November 23 
 
Title:  Palestinian Doctor in Libya 
Guest: Ashraf El-Hajouj 
Producer: Greg 
Studio: 1 
Time: 18:30 – 19:30 
Contact Person & Tel #: Abir is handling Ashraf’s arrival 

 
WHO IS JONATHAN HERE? Diplomatic, empathetic, clarifier. I’d urge you 
not to talk about what happened before. Just be glad he’s here and move on. He 
has something he has to get to at 8 p.m. as well. If he for whatever reason brings 
up the sour exchange he and I had, express your sympathy and move it to the 
present conversation. There’s no fruit waiting to be picked in that orchard…  
CHAT 
 

1. Ashraf, first of all it’s good to see you again at RNW. I’m glad we’re 
doing this: thanks. 

 
2. You may know this already, but I spoke just last week with Nasya 

Nenova. Are you ever in touch with any of the nurses these days? 
 

3. We hope to run the two interviews next week. Maybe Abir’s already 
asked you this, but is there a photo you can send us, one you’d be ok with 
us putting up on our website?   
 

4. Also: is there a link to your book or any site we should tell our listeners 
about? 

5. Until the point when things started going wrong, what was life like for 
you as a medical intern in Libya? 

6. When did things start to go wrong? [essentially kidnapped at hospital Feb 
1999] 
a.What did they do to you when they arrested you? 
b. Where did they take you? 
c. Did they torture you? 

7. When did you first hear that you were being charged with infecting nearly 
400 children were infected with HIV? 
a. Had you heard of these HIV+ children before? 

8.  Did you have any kind of legal representation you could trust? 
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9. Were you able to communicate with your family? 

10. You grew up in Libya. But your background is Palestinian – did that 
make it easier for the authorities to scapegoat you because you’re not 
“pure” Libyan? 

The Trials 

11. I’m unclear on the number of trials. How many were there?  
a. You were put on trial xxxx times. In the time leading up to the first 
trial, what were you expecting? 
b. As you sat in court before the sentence was announced, what were you 
thinking? 
c. What was the sentence? 
d. How did people in the courtroom respond? 
e. Where did they take you then? 
e. When were you supposed to be executed? 

12. When you learned that a second trial was going to be held, were you any 
more hopeful? 
a. What was the sentence then? 

13. By the time the third trial, a retrial, was going to happen, how long had 
you been held? 
a. What happened at the third trial? 
b. Three death sentences.  Did you ever come close to actually being 
executed? 
c. Was there ever a moment when you wished they’d just get it over with 
and put you out of your misery? 

THE TORTURE 

14. Can I ask you how often did they torture you? 
a. Please don’t answer this if you don’t want to, but what did they do to 
you? 

15. How long did you spend in jail, waiting for trials, being on trial? 
a. I can’t imagine what kind of impact this must have had on your 
family…. 
b. Were you able to be in touch with them? 

16. I’ve spoken to a fair number of people who’ve been in very tough 
situations, life-threatening situations. And I’m always interested in how 
they got through these horrible moments in their lives.  
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     So let me ask you this: after 9 years, after being accused of infecting 400 
children with a deadly disease, what gave you the strength to keep going? 

17. Take me to the day when you learned that you were actually going to be 
freed: how did you hear the news? 
a. What actually happened? 
b. When did you actually feel, in your heart, that you were now free? 

18. You confronted the Libyan ambassador not too long ago. When and 
where was that? 
a. What happened? What were you hoping to achieve? 
b. Are you still seeking compensation from Libya? 

19.  Mohammar Ghaddafi is of course now dead. His intelligence chief and 
his son, his heir apparent, have been captured. These are the headlines the 
rest of the world reads about. But what do these events mean to you? 
a. Do you think compensation is likely, given how chaotic things are in 
Libya right now? 
b. What if it doesn’t happen, what if you’re never compensated? 
c. Given the horrific injustices that you and the nurses went through, is the 
idea of compensation even possible? 

20. How is your life now?  

 

 


